
Chairman’s Annual Report 2022. 
As the current Chairman of Wyre Piddle Parish Council I am pleased to Chair this 
year’s Annual Parish Meeting, which is an opportunity for parishioners to raise any 
matter they wish in relation to our Parish. 
 
It has been a difficult year for everyone - locally, nationally and internationally. We 
have been emerging, hesitantly, from the worst pandemic in 100 years, the war in 
Ukraine is a new and serious concern, our pockets are being hit by the steepest rise 
in the cost of living for many years, especially the cost of energy, and the climate 
emergency is as pressing as ever. With all this going on, it is even more important 
that people have somewhere to escape for a few moments from the daily pressures 
of life and I hope that all our open spaces are a way of doing this 
 
I would just like to say how hard it would be to run the Parish without the support of 
our Clerk Carole Hirst keeping us on track and informing us of policies, and also many 
residents and Councillors that give up their time in pursuit of a better place to live. I 
would like to say a big thank you to all those who have helped over the past year 
along with many thanks to our contracted colleagues giving their best. 
It is a privilege to have lead such a strong and committed team of Councillors, I think 
we are very fortunate for a Parish Council in that, over recent years, we have rarely 
had a Councillor vacancy to fill and when we did have an unexpected vacancy, more 
than one excellent applicant applied to be co-opted. Due to all the time and work 
done in the background by all our councillors, volunteers and contracted colleagues 
we have for the 5th year running not increased our council precept but decreased it 
by 5% which is good news for all of us especially in the current situation. 
 
Many projects have continued over the last year including; the setting up of the 
village conservation team, the protection of the Preaching cross by councillor 
McFarland (which has become a village focus point), the clearance around the 
boundaries and hedge rows in Smith’s Meadow and the village risk assessment 
managed by councillor Lister, a lot of background work with reference to the Eastern 
Bridge traffic lights thanks to councillors Townsend and Searle for their continued 
monitoring, also from councillor Townsend the monitoring of Pershore infrastructure 
keeping us informed and up to date, Neighbourhood watch team which has been set 
up by councillor McFarland, the monitoring of financial reconciliation and the annual 
Litter pick looked after by councillor Essex, SWDP a huge amount of work taken on by 
councillor Searle and councillor Butler who has looked after the role of our 
lengthsman Carl who is doing an amazing job, please say hello to him on your walks. 
 
I would also like to thank our district and county councillors Liz Tucker and Dan 
Boatright for their support and hard work over past year. 
 



I am sure that going forward the Council will continue to look for new initiatives and 
ideas that will help to benefit the village community as a whole and we are always 
keen to encourage committed volunteers to come forward to help and develop any 
projects which they may be interested in. 
  
So, to sum up, due to all the work that has been going on in the background, I think 
the Parish Council is now much more effective and efficient in its running and as long 
as it continues to be mindful of its assets in terms of planning for future eventualities 
it will continue to provide a very good service to its residents. 
 
 


