
Page 1 – 23rd September 2021  Minutes 

 

 

DRAFT 

Wyre Piddle Parish Council 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of the Council held on 

23rd September 2021 
Meeting commenced: 7.30 pm - Meeting ended: 8.35pm  

  
Present: Cllrs. Paul, Searle, Townsend, McFarland, and Butler.  

Cllr. Tucker (WDC Councillor), Cllr. D Boatright (WCC Councillor). 
In Attendance:  Carole Hirst (Clerk). members of the public. 
 

1/9/21  Apologies for absence –Cllr. Lister. Cllr. Essex.   
     
2/9/21  Declarations of Interest for:  

a) the Meeting (Personal and Prejudicial)  

b) To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the 

agenda and their nature.  Cllr. Butler declared a Disclosable 

Pecuniary Interest in planning Item 8/9/21 planning application 

21/01820/HP – Eaton Bank, Main Road 

 

c) To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the 

agenda and their nature.  None. 

 

3/9/21 To Consider Written Requests from Councillors for the Council to 

Grant a Dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011). None 

Requested. 

 

4/9/21 Approval of Minutes of the Informal Meeting of the Parish Council 
held on the July 22nd 2021. Cllr. McFarland asked for the following 
comment from Cllr. Boatright be recorded that “Wyre Road by-pass is now 

fully under construction. There are not likely to be any disruption in terms 
of closures. If there are any issues, please let me know so I can follow up. 

“The Parish Council asked the County Councillor to look into making Wyre 
Road pedestrianised. Cllr. Boatright agreed to look into it.” 

 

  It was agreed that this should have been recorded and the clerk agreed to 
add this. Cllr. Townsend Proposed that they be approved as a correct 

record of the meeting subject to the above correction being recorded ; 
Seconded by Cllr. Butler. All in favour. 

 

5/9/21  District Councillor Tucker Report – Liz Tucker. 

At Wychavon Special Council meeting last night they voted to delay the publication of 

the proposed South Worcestershire Development Plan Review until July 2022.   As far 
back as 16th December 2019 the Preferred Options consultation was concluded, and 
the initial Review of Issues and Option a year before that on 17th December 2018.  

Although planning work has continued on the plan ever since then, no new information 
about additional or changed site proposals has been made available to the general 

public.  This further delay until July 2022 will mean that nearly three years will have 
passed before residents can be informed of worked up proposals that may affect them 
directly.  In the case with the strategic site of Throckmorton New Town planners have 
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been engaging with the proposed landowners/developers. 

 
I seconded a proposal to Council last night that the council should make public the 

current status of sites proposed in Wychavon, plus their expected construction 
numbers, while recognising that work is still going on and changes may occur.  This 
was rejected.  The lack of democratic transparency in this long drawn out SWDPR is 

not acceptable and puts local councillors in an invidious position.  Local councillors are 
elected to work on behalf of local residents and represent their views yet they are 

locked into silence by this long drawn out timetable for the SWDPR. 
 
The latest delay is reported as being due to delays in receiving necessary information 

about transportation and various infrastructure matters from other bodies.  I have 
been told that the National Planning Policy Framework was updated in July and 

required longer term detailed evidence to show viability of proposed developments 
than Wychavon had previously expected. 
 

If you are interested in more detail about this, the agenda for the Special Council has 
a long report explaining the council's situation.  There is also a webcam record of the 

debate - both on Wychavon's web site. 
 

Cllr. Tucker explained that PC Brown and herself were having problems organizing the 
next PACT meeting. PC Brown would send some dates and organize a meeting to try 
and get this sorted but this may be subject to change. 

 
Planning 

21/01169 Plot adjacent to The Anchor Inn. Planners are awaiting revised plans from 
the agent to take into account the comments from Wychavon's conservation officer.  
They then intend to hold a further local consultation on the revised plans. 

 
21/02020 Little Orchard George Lane.  Demolition of bungalow at the railway bridge 

end of George Lane to be replaced by 3 bungalows on the plot. 
 
Other 

Wychavon is holding a 4th and final round of Legacy Grants and information will be 
circulated.   

 
  WCC Councillor Report – Cllr. Dan Boatright. 

Police and Crime Commissioner meeting 

The PCC for West Mercia has agreed to come and speak to us on Thursday 11th 

November at 6:30-8.30pm at Bishampton Village Hall. All parishes are welcome to 

attend. 

Highways 

Spoken to several people about the potential changes to the road system in the village 

and all suggestions from the council have been sent to officers at the council to 

consider. 
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Potential changes and viability 

Road Suggestion from Councillors Timeframe and considerations 

B4083 Add pavement from petrol 

station to the main pavement 

over the bridge 

The bridge is too narrow for 

two lanes of traffic and a full 

footpath so will need 

restructuring.  

There still needs to be lorry 

and farm vehicle access to the 

village as farm vehicles 

operate in the area and any 

loading or unloading of 

materials for extensions to 

housing, or for vital road 

works, or down to the marina, 

would still need to exist 

Wyre Road Turn road into 

pedestrian/active travel way 

with  

Landowners with access off 

the road would need to be 

consulted.  

People would be expected to 

use bypass to access village. 

Is there support in the village 

to do this? 

No rural road has been 

changed like this before in 

Worcestershire so this would 

need support locally.  

Short term fix: change the 

road to ‘access only’ 

Bridge between Wyre Piddle 

and Upper Moor 

Close the bridge to all traffic This would mean buses cannot 

enter the village. Even after 

the new by-pass is open, how 

do residents access a bus 

service in Upper Moor and 

Wyre Piddle if the bridge is 

closed? Does this impact upon 

the school buses? 
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Another consideration about the additions of footpaths: children currently access the 

school bus but pavements would mean that the provision of school buses will likely 

change. Are residents going to be OK with the reduction in service? Will the council 

support that if it does occur? I will continue to investigate this potential issue.  

Another idea: 

Turn the B4804 and Wyre Road into a one-way system and allow a 

pavement/pedestrian area to take over the rest of the road. 

Benefits: access is maintained for all and all emergency service vehicles, farm vehicles 

etc should be able to access the roads. The by-pass will also be quicker and so will put 

off anyone using the road. 

It would be helpful to receive views of the parish and residents to determine what 

would be preferred by those who use the roads. 

Use of the Bridge by drivers 

This was mainly done in the form of a verbal report in the meeting but the main points 

are: 

• The county council has a safety obligation which means that they felt the old 

system of light activation was not appropriate 

• County have stated that there has been a series of tests to determine the safest 

light systems. 

• They have now decided on the current light setup and feel it meets the needs of 

the law and the needs of the road. 

I have asked for all data over the past 12 months and it is clear that the use of the 

bridge had increased considerably, especially over June 2021. But the numbers have 

since decreased and now stand at just over 180 vehicles in each direction (compared 

to 800 at the height of use back in June). In October 2020 it was just over 80 so the 

figures are getting closer to the original numbers. County have made it clear that it is 

the responsibility of the police to decide if they wish to pursue those breaking the 

rules. And if people are speeding, then again this needs to be addressed with the 

police. I am more than happy to follow this up. The health and safety officers have 

determined that the following setup is the best for the road. 

Long-term data shows that hot times for drivers crossing the bridge are between 3 and 

4pm weekdays and Monday mornings (indicating it being used for school runs) . The 

average amount of times that cars were crossing the bridge was 82 time per week 

October 2020 and that has risen to 184 times per week currently. The highest point 

was July 2021 when it rose to 708 times per week. The worst day is Friday. Cllr. 

Boatright said that WCC were reluctant to act as there was no evidence of anyone 

injured. Cllr. Paul asked when all the data would be received by the Parish Council and 

Cllr. Boatright reported that to collate it all and chase those yet to hand over data 

would take around 3 months realistically.  
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Cllr. Paul asked Cllr. Boatright to copy him in on his emails with reference to the 

bridge usage and he agreed to do so. 

Councillors felt that the statistics given demonstrated that there was a need for action 

and that the lights should remain on red at both sides of the bridge and not change at 

all. 

Next steps 

I have already spoken to Barry Barnes and we have agreed to address this at a follow 

up meeting on Thursday 25th November before the parish council meeting if the parish 

would like (in the same way they received an update by Mark Mills in September). We 

have also requested an official response from the council on the actions taken, the 

process followed and why the current setup has been chosen.  

I’m also planning to put the data sent to me in an appropriate format but it is a big job 

and requires time so people will have to bear with me. If members would like to sit 

down and discuss these numbers with me, I am happy to arrange a meeting. 

School tier system 

There will be a public consultation regarding the change of the Pershore school system 

from three tier to two tier. The consultation will be from October 11 to November 26 

and it is hoped that the consultation on all proposals will be accessed by parent, 

carers, children, and young people across the area. As soon as the consultation is live 

I will send out the information. 

6/9/21 Finance. 

 

a) Bank Reconciliation and bank balances to 15th September 2021. 

Cllr. Essex studied the Parish Cash Book and Bank Statement and 

confirmed that the Bank Reconciliation was a true and accurate record. 

Noted. 

 

b) Approval of the payment of Accounts for 23rd September 2021 

and note receipts.  

 

 

Payments List September 23rd 2021   

Recipient Details Amount 

C Hirst  Salary to 5th August  £  338.33  

HMRC  HMRC to 5th August  £    84.60  

Carl Brassington Lengthsman July  £  135.00  

New Farm GM  July GM  £  635.04  

Lloyds Bank  Service Charges  £      7.00  

Steve Lister Smiths Meadow works  £    52.82  

C Hirst  Salary to 5th Sept  £  338.33  

HMRC  HMRC to 5th Sept  £    84.60  

S Lister 
Grass Seed Smiths 
Meadow  £      6.49  

Carl Brassington Lengthsman August  £  135.00  
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New Farm GM  August GM  £  374.22  

Royal British Legion Wreath for November  £    30.00  

Viking Direct 

full set inks and paper 
and folders (shared with 4 
other councils)  £  334.74  

Lloyds Bank  Service Charges  £      7.00  

C Hirst  Expenses to Sept 23rd  £    55.88  

 TOTAL 
 
£2,619.05  

Receipts to September 23rd 2021   

Recipient Details Amount 

WCC Lengthsman  £  135.00  

  TOTAL  £  135.00  

 

Cllr. Searle Proposed and Cllr. Townsend Seconded that the payments be approved, 

and receipts noted. Cllr. Lister Abstained. All other Councillors in favour. 

 

c) Income and Expenditure Against Budget Report to the 15th 

September 2021. A query was raised regarding expenditure on Open 

Spaces/Canoe Project regarding spend on the canoe project which has 

not yet started which the Clerk agreed to investigate. The Clerk 

clarified that the heading was a joint heading and only Public Open 

Spaces expenditure had taken place. Noted. 

 

d) Estimate from Browns Hardware for planted troughs: 

 
Composite troughs £180 

Compost £20 
Winter Pansies £100* 
Spring Bulbs £25 

Summer Flowers £50* 
 

Initial cost (includes delivery) £375 
*Annual flower replacement £150 

 

4 Movement alarms (if required) £120 
 

The plan is to invite parishioners to adopt a trough for watering and 
replenishing flowers each year (WPPC to buy plants). 

 

Cllr. McFarland Proposed that this be approved. Seconded by Cllr. Paul. 
4 voted in favour and 1 abstained. 

 

 

7/9/21 Parish Councillors update reports.  

  Cllr. Paul. 
Smith’s meadow  
I am receiving many comments about the amount of younger people (from outside the 

village) using the meadow to gather, playing loud music, jumping in the river. The 
meadow is for all to use however I completely understand those concerns people have, 

we as a council have had many conversations around how to manage this and unless 
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we close the meadow ( which would affect all villagers) we can’t see a solution, we are 

not the police therefore unable to ask them to leave, if you feel that it is causing 
unsociable behaviour then you should report this to the police on 101 . If anyone has 

any other ideas or thoughts around resolving this issue please get in touch. 
 
Cllr. McFarland asked if there was any access to Youth Workers for parishes. Cllr. 

Tucker outlined that Wychavon DC had a Youth Bus and agreed to send Cllr. Paul 
details of Youth Worker for the area.  

 
Community speed cameras  
I have been in communication with west Mercia police around speeding through the 

village, they are planning on conducting a survey in 4 locations, if the results come 
back that we have an issue we will be looking for volunteers to be trained on the 

usage and process of the community speed cameras. I will update you further on any 
results we get. 
Remembrance Sunday  

At this point in time plans are being made for Remembrance Sunday to be held at the 
war memorial outside the village hall, the poppy wreath has been ordered. More 

information will be available closer to the time. 
George Lane  

The works on the railway bridge have been completed however there is still some work 
to do on the road just through the bridge, I have reported this to highways so 
hopefully will see completed soon. 

Village hall defibrillator  
Emergency ready. 

Public right of way 
We are still looking for someone to be a public right of way warden, if you would be 
interested in doing this role or would like more information please get in touch. 

Parking on Pavements and grass verges  
There are a lot of vehicles around the village parking on pavements and grass verges, 

please can I ask that residents reframe from doing this and ask their visitors and 
tradesmen not to also, it is not only illegal to obstruct the pavements but causes 
safety issues for pushchairs and wheelchairs having to manoeuvre on to the road to 

get by and also causing damage to the pavements from the vehicle’s. 
Dog Excrement  

Many parishioners are complaining about the amount of dog excrement being left by 
inconsiderate dog owners, please can I ask that all offending owners pick up after their 
dogs. This also comes with an up to £1000 fine. 

Over hanging tree Smith’s Meadow  
Tree planned to be coppice in autumn once the leaves have dropped off. 

 
Cllr. Searle queried kerbs and drainage damaged when bridgework was done on 
Georges Lane. Cllr. Paul explained that this task was one for Cllr. Essex and that he 

would chase Cllr. Essex to follow this up. 
 

   Cllr. McFarland. 

Neighbourhood Watch 

Following the recent spate of break-ins in Wyre Piddle I set up a village Neighbourhood 

Watch WhatsApp group which will enable villagers to quickly share information about 
suspicious activity or concerns.  The group now has just under 40 members. It will be 
more effective if the majority of people in the Village join in the WhatsApp group.  
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Cllr. Searle congratulated Cllr. McFarland on getting more parishioners signed up to 
the NHW. 

 
We Don’t Buy Crime  

I continue to offer Smart Water kits to new-comers to the Village. 

 
Wyre Bridge 

Wyre Bridge has been cleaned of moss and growth of saplings by WCC Highways. 
 
Preaching Cross  

Estimate from Browns Hardware for planted troughs – see Minute 6/9/21 (d) 
 

Wyre Piddle Conservation Area Appraisal Group.  

Wyre Piddle Parish Council and Wychavon District Council are undertaking a review of 
Wyre Piddle Conservation Area and its boundaries. The aim is to outline the history of 

the area and identify and explain what is special about it. The document will also 
contain guidance on how to protect and enhance the character and appearance of the 

area.  As part of the process, a group has been set up and so far has undertaken a few 
village walks to assess what areas to propose for inclusion or removal from the 

Conservation Area. 
 
Cllr. McFarland asked for a record of thanks be recorded for all the hard work Wyre 

Piddle Conservation Area Appraisal Group were undertaking and for all the time they 
were investing in this. Councillors agreed. 

 

  Cllr. Searle. 
Eastern Bridge and Wyre Road 

I met Cllr Boatright regarding the traffic still using the bridge, and the suggestion 
regarding closing a section of Wyre Road to vehicles once the Northern Link Road is 

open. Following e-mails from myself and Cllr Townsend to him, Cllr Boatright had 
already been in touch with the Traffic Signals department and Cllr Amos the chairman 

of the Highways and Transport committee and has put our suggestions to them. He 
has been told that such a road closure has never been done in a rural environment 
and that it would not happen. I pointed out that leaving the road open without a 

footpath/cycle way is dangerous to pedestrians and cyclists and that if the road was 
not to be closed, we would want a footpath and cycle way built, which would be very 

expensive. Cllr Boatright said that we would have to start with getting a footpath along 
the full length of the B4083 and he would start pushing for that.  
The” Bridge” group (no, not the card game) are continuing to report the police any 

vehicles they see crossing the bridge. However, with the speed that vehicles go 
through the village it is often difficult to get the number plates for any action to be 

taken. 
I have noted an increase in vehicles using the bridge, especially at weekends. 
I am drafting a questionnaire to ask villagers whether they would like the bridge 

permanently closed, and if not, to prevent it being used as a cut through to/from 
Pershore, would they like to see a section of Wyre Road closed.  Vehicles would then 

have to use the Northern Link Road rather than Wyre Road to get to/from Pershore, 
thus encouraging road users to use the bypass rather than come through the village. 
The other benefit of closure of part of Wyre Road would be a safer pedestrian and 
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cycle route from the village towards Pershore. A map will be enclosed with the 

questionnaire showing the proposals. 
Planning Issues 

I am continuing to review and to comment on relevant planning applications within the 
village, and the SWDP review. Please see my planning report. The consultation period 
over the Travellers and Travelling Show People Sites has now ended. The Parish 

Council comments were submitted to the consultation. 
Grass Verges 

I have now received the section 96 licence which is required to enable wildflowers to 
be sown on the grass verges. The Lengthsman has cut the grass and the area has 
been raked. The wildflower seed has been purchased in preparation to sowing in the 

next few weeks. The wildflower seed has been purchased, at no cost to the parish 
council. 

 
Hill and Moor CLG 
The meeting for this was cancelled on the 14 and 19 July and was rearranged for the 

16 August. I was unable to attend this day. I understand from Cllr Boatright that he 
does not want to re-arrange a further meeting until he has got members from all 

parishes local to the refuse site.  
 

 

Cllr. Essex. No report received. 
 

  Cllr. Townsend. 
Anchor Defibrilator. 

Ready for use. Pads are due to expire November 2021. I have asked the new manager 

of the Anchor if they are happy to continue supporting the home for the unit and this 

is fine. 

Pershore Infrastructure 

I have sent a request to Mark Mills WCC asking for an update on progress of the 

Northern bypass and the footpath. He is checking to see if he can pop along to our 

meeting to update all of us but if not convenient he says Cr. Dan Boatright will be able 

to provide it. 

Eastern Bridge 

PC Brown, Barry Barnes, Cllr. Dan Boatright, Lew and myself are all confirmed 

attendees for a meeting about the bridge. The delay is being caused by Barry not 

providing the data on the light trials, risk assessment etc. I have asked Barry to 

confirm date now when this is ready but have also said we will need to go ahead soon 

as the traffic and speeding issues are not going away.  

Cllr. Lister. 
Smith’s Meadow 

• Picnic Bench Burnt area 

o Seeded grass area quite well established now. Removed barrier tape. 

o Picture sent to parish Council 
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• Still evaluating what is the best type of bench to replace burnt one. Discussed 

getting a metal sheet to cover top of benches to protect from burning. Not sure, 

this is the correct option as they may get very hot during summer and cause 

personal injury. 

• Overall Smith’s Meadow in good condition and a big thank you from me to all 

the villagers who do their bit in clearing up litter. 

• Last checked 19th September 

Play Park 

• Checked weekly. 

• In good condition, lengths man is doing a great job in looking after park. 

• No structural issues with apparatus. 

• Last checked 19th September 2021 

Bus Shelter 

• All fine structurally but does get messy at times. 

Telephone Box 

• One large and one small pane missing  

Cllr. Butler. 

Outstanding questions from the last meeting/report. 
1. Occupants of the Mears were advised that although Carl will keep the V cut clear, if 

they have a problem with flooding they would need to contact the council. 
 
2. Footpath 501. A request has been put in to WCC and this has been acknowledged. 

Report for July and August 
 

As usual Carl is doing a good job, and things continue to run smoothly. 
 
1.I have asked for the yellow temporary sign that is padlocked to the post just off the 

mini roundabout, to be removed and replaced with a more prominent/permanent sign 
saying the bridge is closed to traffic. 

 
2. The PROW between the Anchor and the building plot, as we suspected, is not dealt 
with by the Lengthsman. I have therefore reported the problem to WCC and received 

an acknowledgement. However, Carl did pop his head around the gates and it would 
appear that it will need quite a bit of work to get it back into anything like a safe place 

for people to walk on. With a lot of debris as well as weeds. 
 

3. I have spoken with Barry Barnes about applying for costs for a footpath to run from 
the railway bridge to the garage. There is something called 106 monies, which can be 
made available for this sort of thing. In order for us to apply for these monies we have 

to have the support of our local councillor. I contacted Dan Boatright. Dan is happy to 
support anything that provides for active travel. However, he stated that he was 

looking how we can reduce the traffic flow over these bridges (the one into Wyre 
Piddle and the other into Pershore from Pinvin. They’re both lacking footpaths and 
cycle ways and his idea had been to wait until the bypass was in, and then strike with 

a three-council supported plan to make these bridges more pedestrianised (so limiting 
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rather than stopping traffic and making them unattractive for those just passing 

through but making them safer for pedestrians and cyclists. It will obviously take more 
time but Dan feels it will be harder for the powers that be to argue with the three 

pronged attack! 
The question is do we want to wait and make a potentially stronger case for cycle 
paths and footpaths or do we want to go ahead and apply for just the footpath from 

where it currently ends to the garage? 
 

4 We have been donated two bird boxes, which Carl has erected in Smiths meadow. 
 
5. Carl has sided out the area that is going to be planted with wildflower seeds. 

 
 

8/9/21 Planning matters, applications, and decision notices- Report by 

Cllr. Searle. 
20/00043/CM – Recycling Centre, Evesham Road, Fladbury 
The decision on this planning application is currently under review. Following 

comments from the County Highways Officer, the application has been amended to 
amend the access arrangements Decision is still pending. 

21/00985/FUL – Pidele House, Main Road 
This application is for a single detached garage with a holiday let above and alterations 
to the front elevation of the house itself. The parish council had no objections to the 

changes to the house but did object to the addition of the detached garage and holiday 
let, as it considered that this would increase the amount of on road parking. Despite 

our objections, the application has been approved. 
21/01169/FUL and 21/01170/LB – Land Adjacent Anchor Inn 
This application is for the erection of a dwelling on land formerly part of the Anchor Inn 

public house. The parish council has submitted their comments to this development 
based on the need to keep the public footpath open and on the issues of parking. 

Decision pending. 
21/01820/HP – Eaton Bank, Main Road 
This application was for single storey kitchen extension to the front elevation which will 

also include an enclosed porch with two roof lights. The proposal is also for an 
extended balcony to the rear elevation. This application has been approved. 

21/02020/FUL – Little Orchard, George Lane 
An application has been submitted for the demolition of the existing bungalow and the 

construction of 3 bungalows. One of the bungalows will be partly constructed along a 
line of a water contour which shows a flood depth of 250mm is possible, but flood 
avoidance measures have been designed to prevent the property from potential 

flooding. The other two properties will be built above this level if approved. Awaiting 
responses from councillors before commenting to the planning authority. 

 
No other planning applications have been received. 
 

9/9/21 Correspondence.  
• 4/8/21 – SWDP- South Worcestershire Development Plan Review - Parish and 

Town Council Newsletter July 2021. 
• Email received from bot owner regarding young people jumping in the River 

Avon from Smiths Meadow and how dangerous that may be. (Response is 

detailed in Cllr. Paul update report Minute 7/9/21) 
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Date of next Ordinary Parish Council Meeting- THURSDAY 25th November 

2021 – at Wyre Piddle Village Hall at 7.30pm 

 
Approved as a true record Cllr. J. Paul …........................................ 

Chairman         Thursday 25th November 2021 

 
Appendix 1 - Minutes for informal meeting Thursday 27th August 2021 

Present Cllr Paul (Chair), Cllr Essex ( minutes), Cllr Mc Farland, Cllr Townsend ,Cllr 

Lister, Cllr Searle 

Review of actions from previous meeting. 

Cllr Essex has contacted Network Rail about damage to path and drainage on Upper 

Moor side of bridge. 

Cllr Essex has set up whatsapp group for catching cars going over the bridge . Cars are 

generally travelling too fast for this to be effective but a few car details have been 

passed on to Paul Brown. He has emailed to say he will follow. 

Cllr Townsend is setting up meeting for Eastern Bridge. 

Cllr Mc Farland has joined the conservation group which has had it’s first meeting. 

She has researched planters for the preaching cross and it was agreed  that the spend 

is small enough to not require 3 quotes and to go ahead and purchase. 

Cllr Paul has organised boulders for village green and planted grass seed on damaged 

areas. He has also carried out the village walk. 

  1.Update on bridge and meeting. 

Proposed meeting has been postponed.( Attendees Paul Brown, Carole Townsend, 

Lewis Searle, Barry Barnes and Dan Boatwright)  Data which Dan Boatwright feels is 

crucial for the meeting is not yet available from Barry Barnes . 

  Agenda for this meeting is Eastern Bridge traffic lights and possible closing of bridge, 

closure of                    Wyre road except for cycles and pedestrians, changing of 

40mph speed limit in Upper Moor to   30mph and changing of 30mph limit in Wyre 

Piddle to 20mph and using bridge camera data. 

Councillors agreed that more consultation with villagers should take place before we as 

a council get fully behind the road closures but that the possibility of the closures 

should be considered at the meeting. 

 CT to re organise date for meeting. 

2. Pershore Infrastructure 

  It was agreed we would like Mark Mills to update us on this either in person or in 

writing. 
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CT to organise 

 3. Rugby Club 

It was reported that Bovis Homes may have purchased the land. Nobody could confirm 

this but it was known that they were considering selling the ground if the flooding 

problems were not resolved. 

4. Electricity supply for street lighting 

Supply is with eOn and price is going up in September from 23p to 25p/kwh. 3 other 

suppliers have been asked to quote but none have replied. Unmetered supply is 

notoriously difficult to find suppliers for but as there is no contract with eon and we 

can change anytime it was agreed that we could continue to look for a better deal. 

However, the invoices are in the region of £60 a quarter so a big difference would not 

be made with the rate increase. 

SE to continue to look for cheaper supply 

5 .Zoom  for bimonthly informal meetings 

These will shortly come to an end as it was agreed that face to face meetings were 

safe to resume and better. 

Zoom meetings for the conservation group would be set up by the conservation officer 

so it would not be necessary for the parish council to pay for full zoom facilities in 

order that our parish representative attend these meetings. 

6. Clerk hours 

We were reminded that our parish clerk is only scheduled to work for 8 hours a month 

without incurring overtime charges and to be mindful of this when asking for work to 

be done. 

7. Village gates 

A recent survey found that ornamental village gates at the entrance to the village was 

second on a list of things villagers would like. Discussion of positioning and aesthetics 

ensued some for, some against and some non-committal. 

JP to bring prices to next meeting 

8. Speed Cameras 

Community speed team will monitor numbers of cars before they agree to do speed 

checking. Monitoring has been requested in 3 places, the main road through the 

village, the entrance from Wyre Hill and Wyre Road. It was noted that no request had 

been made to monitor on the Upper  

Moor side of the parish and this will now be requested. 

 JP to request 
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A price of £12000 for our own speed camera was thought to be too expensive to 

justify. 

Other speed issues were also discussed. It was proposed that village speed limit might 

be changed from 30 to 20mph and from 40 to 30mph on the Upper Moor side of the 

village. 

CT to put this on agenda for meeting in point 1.  

An idea that parish council members could have access to and be trained to collect 

data from existing cameras was put forward but it was thought that this would breach 

the data protection act. 

CT to put this on the agenda for meeting in point1. 

9. George Lane 

There is still a lot of mess from the network rail work which has been reported. 

10. Smiths Meadow  

The meadow sign is cracked and needs mending or replacing. An idea was put forward 

to replace with a brass sign as a 40th anniversary present for the meadow. 

11. Smiths Meadow contd. 

The parish council expressed their gratitude for all the hours of hard work put in by 

councillor Lister to maintain the meadow. There has been a lot of damage caused by 

bbq’s on the grass and benches which Councillor Lister has repaired . 

A replacement picnic bench is to be purchased after the school summer holiday has 

ended. Prices range from £200- £1500. Ways of protecting the new bench from further 

bbq damage were discussed – a metal covering fabricated by local welders and a 

picnic bench with built in bbq facility being proposed. 

SL to continue to look at replacement alternatives. 

An extra bin has been mysteriously donated to the meadows. If it is to be kept then 

emptying will incur a charge. 

LS to pass e-mail with costs of new bin and emptying costs to Cllr Lister. 

12. Other business 

Councillor Searle asked that the verges be scalped by the lengthsman in the 

appropriate place for the planting of the wild flower seed. 

YB to contact lengthsman with request. 

Councillor McFarland asked that when councillors are asked to vote or take decisions, 

that all information pertaining to the decision be circulated to councillors before the 

meeting. 
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Councillor Paul suggested that councillor reports be published with the agenda of 

formal meetings in order that those attending meeting other than councillors have a 

better idea of what is being discussed at the meeting. All were in favour of this. 

Action JP to ask parish clerk to action this. 

 

Appendix 2 - Public Question Time  

A Parishioner commented that if the Parish Council was struggling to get data from the 

Eastern Bridge that they could make an FOI request. 

 

 

 


