
NDP FEASIBILITY REPORT – Cllr. Searle 

1. Time and cost in creating  Neighbourhood Plan (NP) very much depends on the 
content and what we want to achieve from preparing an NP. If the plan is identifying 
sites then the evidence gathering and assessment, plus additional studies would 
push the costs up. If the plan is only setting out a range of topic related policies to 
determine planning applications, then the costs will be less. 
 
2. There is a grant of £10K available from the Government which the parish council 
can apply for. On average for a village neighbourhood plan the Government 
estimates a figure of approx. £13K. 
 
3. There would be a major time consideration for councillors in the preparation of a 
NP but we can draw from people in the community who could help with certain 
aspects of the NP. 
 
4. Help is available from Wychavon DC. officers can help by attending start up 
meetings and be a point of contact for advice and reviewing any draft versions of the 
neighbourhood plan. 
 
5. We could also employ a consultant to assist in this project, but this would increase 
cost and we would still have to do much of the work in gathering evidence. A 
consultant would be useful with drafting policies; community engagement etc. 
 
6. The plan has to go through a number of stages before it is adopted by Wychavon. 
The draft NP is submitted to Wychavon DC; it is examined to see it is fit for purpose, 
there is a referendum (of the village) before it is finally accepted. 
 
7. We could work on a NP jointly with other parishes, but there would need to be a 
lead parish. benefits would be that we could put in place planning policies for a wider 
area and would be able to pool resources. 
 
8. Once adopted the policies in the NP have the same statutory weight in 
determining planning applications as those in the SWDP. A NP does not have a 
bearing on the content of the SWDP Review or subsequent replacement local plan, 
although it can allocate sites for housing or other uses and these can be considered 
as alternatives to any proposed sites in the local plan/SWDP. This does not mean 
that other sites cannot be built on and the NP can be overuled in an SWDP review. 
 


