
Wyre Piddle ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
 

Clerk: Carole Hirst       

Present: Cllrs. J. Paul, C. Townsend, L. Searle, S. Essex, S. Lister, Y. Butler. 
In Attendance:  Carole Hirst (Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer) 

 WCC County Cllr. Tucker, 4 Members of the Public. 
 Apologies: M. McFarland,                                  

Held on Thursday 26th May 2022 at 7pm  

 

                             Annual Parish Meeting Minutes 

 
 

1 Parish Council Annual Review – Chairman’s Report. 
 As the current Chairman of Wyre Piddle Parish Council I am pleased to Chair 
this year’s Annual Parish Meeting, which is an opportunity for parishioners to raise 

any matter they wish in relation to our Parish. 
 
It has been a difficult year for everyone - locally, nationally and internationally. We 

have been emerging, hesitantly, from the worst pandemic in 100 years, the war in 
Ukraine is a new and serious concern, our pockets are being hit by the steepest rise 

in the cost of living for many years, especially the cost of energy, and the climate 
emergency is as pressing as ever. With all this going on, it is even more important 
that people have somewhere to escape for a few moments from the daily pressures 

of life and I hope that all our open spaces are a way of doing this 
 

I would just like to say how hard it would be to run the Parish without the support of 
our Clerk, Carole Hirst keeping us on track and informing us of policies, and also 
many residents and Councillors that give up their time in pursuit of a better place to 

live. I would like to say a big thank you to all those who have helped over the past 
year along with many thanks to our contracted colleagues giving their best. 

It is a privilege to have led such a strong and committed team of Councillors, I think 
we are very fortunate for a Parish Council in that, over recent years, we have rarely 
had a Councillor vacancy to fill and when we did have an unexpected vacancy, more 

than one excellent applicant applied to be co-opted. Due to all the time and work 
done in the background by all our councillors, volunteers and contracted colleagues 

we have for the 5th year running not increased our council precept but decreased it 
by 5% which is good news for all of us especially in the current situation. 
 

Many projects have continued over the last year including; the setting up of the 
village conservation team, the protection of the Preaching cross by councillor 

McFarland (which has become a village focus point), the clearance around the 
boundaries and hedge rows in Smith’s Meadow and the village risk assessment 

managed by councillor Lister, a lot of background work with reference to the Eastern 
Bridge traffic lights thanks to councillors Townsend and Searle for their continued 
monitoring, also from councillor Townsend the monitoring of Pershore infrastructure 

keeping us informed and up to date, Neighbourhood watch team which has been set 
up by councillor McFarland, the monitoring of financial reconciliation and the annual 

Litter pick looked after by councillor Essex, SWDP a huge amount of work taken on 
by councillor Searle and councillor Butler who has looked after the role of our 
Lengthsman Carl who is doing an amazing job, please say hello to him on your 

walks. 
 

I would also like to thank our district and county councillors Liz Tucker and Dan 
Boatright for their support and hard work over past year. 



 
I am sure that going forward the Council will continue to look for new initiatives and 

ideas that will help to benefit the village community as a whole and we are always 
keen to encourage committed volunteers to come forward to help and develop any 

projects which they may be interested in. 
  
So, to sum up, due to all the work that has been going on in the background, I think 

the Parish Council is now much more effective and efficient in its running and as long 
as it continues to be mindful of its assets in terms of planning for future eventualities 

it will continue to provide a very good service to its residents. 

 
2 District Councillor Report – Cllr Liz Tucker 

Cllr. Tucker thanked Cllr. Paul for his dedication and loyal service and also noted that 

she had passed the baton of WCC over to Cllr. Boatright. 
 
WDC continues to bring MHDC and WDC together. Now a joined SMT and shared 

officers. Planning has become joined up between the 2 councils which is a cause for 
concern. 

 
SWDP has been a major concern for Pinvin Ward. She asked that Wyre Piddle join 
forces with surrounding Parish Councils in their fight with SWDP. A new timetable is 

still awaited but expected early 2024. An announcement is expected. 
 

WDC has a strong 5-year housing supply and are in a good position.  
 
 

3 County Councillor Report – Cllr. Dan Boatright 
It has been a busy year getting to grips with the rules and changes that are coming 

along for us in the next few years. Thankfully we still have 40 years of Liz’s 
experience to help out! 

 
School system 
The county has undertaken a consultation on the move from a three tier to two tier 

system in the Pershore area. While there were some reservations, the general view 
was that this would be beneficial to young people.  The county is currently reviewing 

how to undertake this change as funding of approximately £7 million would be 
needed to update facilities in some schools (particularly Pershore High). 
The original timetable is now on hold and we are hoping to hear news in the near 

future. Nothing will happen before September 2025. 
 

Highways 
Northern-Link-Road is progressing well. The cycleway and footpath along Wyre Road 
is expected to open in the next 6 weeks, while the road connecting to the A44 is 

expected to be fully operational in September. Some delays have been caused by 
Network rail but everything is currently moving forward. There will need to be one 

more night closure for the rail line to pour the concrete and the date should be 
booked in very soon. 
The council has pledged to spend £4 million more on footpaths over the next few 

years. We have been very busy working with residents to make a list of footpaths 
that need resurfacing and we have also prioritised dropping curbs for access with 

wheelchairs and prams. This week we has Main Street in Wyre Piddle confirmed to be 
resurfaced so waiting for a date on this. 
Highways is also aware of the parish council’s concerns about the lack of footways. I 

am currently waiting for the full report on building the piece of footpath between the 
new petrol station and the rail bridge. I am also looking at funding options. Any 



further changes to roads in the area will have to wait until the impact of the new link 
road can be monitored as the Highways department will not look at options until we 

know the impact of this investment.  
 

Speeding and enforcement 
While this is the jurisdiction of the police, I can’t help but feel that their approach to 
this is often ‘the council can slow the road down!’. The problem of course is people 

will drive at the speed in which they feel safe, so we have a circular argument where 
no one wins! 

On the bright side, the police have increased their presence and I have now seen 
them around the bridge (at a high-volume time). VAS signs are effective in other 
villages at the moment so I will happily pursue the funding for the village to receive 

one. 
There is an ongoing concern about the bridge and the need for better enforcement of 

the road closure. The council has explained the situation from their perspective and 
the view that this is a policing issue. We also need to be mindful that this remains a 
unique situation in this county and the camera placed on the bridge was an 

experiment when installed. While focused on speeding, there is currently a pilot 
study being undertaken in three parishes in Shropshire (which is mainly funded by 

the parishes) where they have installed average speed cameras in their villages. 
They do not have fining powers but do have the ability to send letters of warning and 

then send the police round to repeat offenders. Cars can be impounded as a last 
resort. This project has cost £40k and will cost £10k by year for upkeep. It also 
requires registering the scheme with the Home Office and it being run by the parish 

so lots to consider if people wish to explore this option. As the camera already is in 
place costs could be cheaper but as there is an example of parish led enforcement 

happening in West Mercia, it might be worth inviting the police and crime 
commissioner to discuss this with him if you think it is something you wish to pursue.  
 

Drains: 
Thanks to a series of named storms and Facebook we were able to find the 

problematic drains with ease. The engineers have visited all sites that were reported 
and have cleared issues where needed. If there are concerns anywhere, please get in 
touch and we can follow up. 

 
Council Tax 

In February the county increased council tax by 3.94%, with 3% on social care and 
0.94% on general services. It should be stressed that given the current rate of 
inflation this is effectively a cut, and many services are being put under pressure. 

The issues in Redditch with their library is just one immediate example. Social care in 
particular is under considerable pressure. Over 70% of our contributions to council 

tax go to social care and yet, we are still finding it very difficult to recruit carers and 
maintain a high standard of provision. It is clear that wages are not the only issue as 
staff are just not available. There remain issues with children’s services, with a 

recent Fostering Ofsted report deeming the service inadequate and SEND services 
remain in a very difficult situation, being very closely monitored by Ofsted and being 

behind schedule on ensuring children have the right school places. It is clear that 
finances are being squeezed with funding in this area much lower than in nearby 
councils.  

 
Bus Funding. 

No funding was given as it did not meet the requirements for funding. 

 
Cllr. Searle mentioned that there was no safe footpath from Wyre 

Piddle to Pershore. 



 
4 Open Public Forum – Under the bridge at George Lane. Dog bin 

missing. Post and bin taken by Network Rail during work on the bridge. 
 

The meeting closed at 7.30pm  


