Cllr Butler Report

Lengthsman

Paul is settling in and getting into the rhythm of taking on the lengthsman’s role in our parish. One or two teething problems regarding hedges along both, Worcester Road and up Wyre Hill. These have now been sorted, however, Lisa is to find out who is responsible for these hedges, going forward, as only keeping the footpath clear falls within the Lengthsman remit.
Harvey and a couple of residents in Poplar Avenue have done an excellent job of cutting back the hedge that separates the playing field from the driveways of nearby houses. Thank you to those involved, including Harvey. Lisa is to establish who is responsible for managing this hedge going forward.
Paul has also cleared the area by the village bus shelter of weeds, and will continue to keep an eye on this.
I have had a village tour with Paul to discuss any current areas of concern, this is currently, weeds growing in the kerb/gutters on the roads all round the village. Harvey has requested a weed kill, and road sweep of the village, although despite the fact we are entitled to 4 sweeps a year, we haven’t had one for at least a year, which begs the question, the money has been allocated for the specific purpose of our village road sweeps, and has been paid (I believe) to Wychavon on behalf of Wyre Piddle. What have Wychavon done with this money, that they have paid over from District/County council or are they spending it on things that it is not intended for? District Cllr  Liz Tucker has kindly agreed to assist Wyre Piddle in bringing some pressure to bear in order to get this done.

Vehicle activated sign

Following the collision, by an unknown vehicle, with our newly installed VAS bracket where the PV charging panel is housed, was smashed beyond repair, a new one was purchased, and the damaged bracket has now been repaired and awaits rehanging, when Paul can assist.

PACT

Once again there has been no meeting nor any sign of one in the near future, which is disappointing.
On this subject, although none of the departments involved will help, with each blaming the other, I am sure there is not one person in Wyre Piddle who was not aware or indeed affected by the recent spate of road closures on the A44 Wyre Piddle By-pass. I have written to Highways from which I had a response, with little improvement on the following nights closure. In my opinion the second period of the A44 road closures, was if possible even worse, I have a picture of nose to tail traffic, all claiming to have followed the diversion signs, which just vanished leaving drivers to assume they were to go through the village, and over the bridge, this was compounded by an articulated lorry which, again following the diversion signs, got all the way to the Eastern bridge, realised he should not go over, tried to turn round but was totally stuck. After this round of closures I sent yet another email to highways and copied the police in to this as well, as I felt this situation was actually out of control.
I’m afraid to say I was not favoured with a response from either highways or the police. I would however like to thank Cllr Dan Boatright-Green for getting involved on our behalf. I was copied in to a reply that highways sent to Dan, however despite this I found the whole issue both disturbing and the reply Cllr Boatright-Green received was far from re-assuring. Once again I feel this goes to prove that none of the powers-that-be care about what happens in the village traffic wise, and the ongoing constant abuse of the Eastern Bridge. The evening I, and various other villagers, were out in the road, hence my knowledge of why drivers were driving through the village. I was shouted at, and was flipped the bird by two different cars, who again both went over the bridge on a red light. We should not as a village or me as a counsellor be expected to suffer this type of abuse outside our own homes.

On another note, the water depth gauge by the bottom edge of Smith’s Meadow has been completely refurbished and re-fitted, so once again looks cared for. 

